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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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before they came near to God in the Tabernacle. (Ex. 30:19-21) Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded. (James 4:8) As those who came to the tabernacle in the wilderness were required to wash their hands and bodies before performing their duties of worship, so worshippers today must have “clean hands and a pure heart in approaching God. It is a prerequisite to acceptable worship in the new order, Christianity. Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (. 2 Cor 7:1) Clean hands were a sign of innocence of guilt and Pilate thought he could be free of the blood of Jesus by washing his hands. In contrast to this common view, Jesus said “For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, railings:  these are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not the man ( Matt 15:19-20). Sinners clean their hands by putting away guilt and transgression; hearts are purified in obedience to the truth. (I Pet. 1: 22) 


    As the heart is the source of sin and the hands (figuratively) are the instruments of sin so both must be purged. The man who is unable or unwilling to do so is a double--minded man. Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon”.  (Luke 16:13)


     Are you living a life that draws near to God and one where God will draw near to you? That’s what He wants for you. 


		Joe Phillips











How does it make you feel to see someone else do well?  Does the answer depend on whether you’ve experienced a similar success yourself?  Rejoicing at another person’s blessings is not hard if you feel blessed, too.





But sometimes watching somebody else prosper makes us feel sick inside.  Like when another person succeeds where you’ve failed.  Or when he has a blessing, a talent, or an opportunity that you don’t.  “What makes him deserve that?” you complain.  “Why him and not me?”





Sometimes the good fortune of another can really get us steamed.  The New Testament word usually translated “jealous” reflects the same idea -- it comes from a root that means “to boil.”  Paul uses it in 1 Corinthians 13:4 when he says that love “does not envy.”





Envy is a self-destructive emotion.  Scripture calls it “rottenness to the bones” (Proverbs 14:30).  It eats away at our spirit, leaving us bitter, resentful, and vindictive.  Joseph Addison described it thus:  “What a wretched and apostate state is this!  To be offended with excellence, and to hate a man because we approve him!  The condition of the envious man is the most emphatically miserable; he is not only incapable of rejoicing in another’s merit or success, but lives in a world wherein all mankind are in a plot against his quiet, studying their own happiness and advantage.”  No wonder God says that envy and jealousy are “works of the flesh” which will cause many to forfeit heaven (Galatians 5:19-21).


    








jealousy, we turn away from our God-given work and focus on snipping at each other.  Lost 


 souls are neglected.  Relationships are damaged.  Elders and preachers have to put their duties on hold to referee squabbles.  The church’s reputation suffers.  And Satan laughs.  “But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one another” (Galatians 5:15).





Renowned conductor Leonard Bernstein once was asked what is the hardest instrument in an orchestra to play.  Without hesitation he replied, “Second fiddle!”  God’s graciousness toward others can be hard for our human pride to swallow.  But remember, love puts the good of others above self and the cause of Christ above all else.  It knows that we are God’s stewards, whether entrusted with little or much (remember the parable of the talents in Matthew 25).  Instead of fuming over someone else’s blessings, love tries to stir him up to use those blessings for God’s glory.  The way of love is encouragement, not envy.  It will “rejoice with those who rejoice” (Romans 12:15).


____________________________





And no man, when he hath lighted a lamp, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but putteth it on a stand, that they that enter in may see the light. 


(Luke 8:16) ASV


____________________________





For God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved through him.  (John 3:17)





					





Love Does Not Envy


By Jeff Himmel








It’s bad enough that envy defiles the person who harbors it.  Unfortunately, not all of the damage that it does is internal.  Envy is hard to keep confined to mere thoughts and feelings, because it wants to “level the playing field.”  If someone else has what I don’t, envy may resent him so badly that it wants to make him suffer for it.  It wants to lash out at him, to say or do something that will hurt him and take joy away from his success.





People do evil things when they’re consumed with envy.  Cain murdered his own brother (Genesis 4:1-8).  Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery and cruelly led their father to believe he was dead (Genesis 37).  King Saul’s jealousy of David became an obsession; he wasted untold time, resources, and even lives in his futile efforts to kill the young man.  And even the pagan governor Pilate could perceive the envy which stirred up the Jewish leaders against Jesus (Matthew 27:18).  James warned, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing” (James 3:16).





Envy is at its worst when it turns members of the Lord’s body against each other.  It wreaked havoc at Corinth (1 Corinthians 3:3), and it can do so today.  One preacher is jealous of another who has baptized more people or holds more meetings.  One brother envies another that he thinks is more talented or more knowledgeable.  One sister is embittered toward another who excels in hospitality.  A brother who wants to run the church covets the position of the elders.  An entire congregation resents another across town that is growing


faster.  Caught up in our petty





Drawing Near 





Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.


(James 4:8)





    Many people will tell you that they would like to have or that they do have a close relationship with God and yet have no idea of, or ignore the truth about what such a relationship requires. Certainly, it is not a physical relationship but a spiritual one for God is never far from any of us physically (Acts 17: 27-28) It is rather a relationship apart from the world separated by a pure and obedient heart willing to follow God through His word. James speaks of this as “wisdom from above”.


     The overall message of the epistle is concluded in the thoughts of verse 7 and 8. We are, (1) to resist the devil; and (2) he will flee from us; (3) we are to come close to God; and (4) He will come close to us. 


The edict of James is a condition precedent to the favor of God which may be enjoyed only by those who so do. David said to Solomon, “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind; for Jehovah searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. (I Chron.


 28:9)


     While it is so that we come near to God when we study His word, worship Him in spirit and truth and serve Him faithfully, it has much more to do with the desire of one’s heart. James makes reference to the ritual Jewish practice of purification of the priest,
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord.         


__________________________________________________


Those who need


Our prayers





 Nancy Wood;  Dion Clark’s mother; Donna


 Simmons and her mother, both are fighting 


cancer .Annette and Randal Rogers; June


Guyton; Donny Gilbert; Denise Bowman’s 


mother; Donnie Harper; Debbie Adams’ 


mother. Rhonda Ditter and her battle with


cancer; Donna Jo Nash now recouping at 


home; Jo Sadler;   Remember the Gilbert and 


Douthitt family in your prayers; Wayne Eastes 


dad.  Zac and Heather Rogers and Olin


Rogers’ health. Heather and her health issues.


Remember to pray for all our little ones.





     __________________________________





VBS is getting close


Make a note for July 11 – 15





_______________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Matt Jones


Read Scripture---Grant Gay 


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper—Patrick Miles 


   Asst. 1-----Aaron Harward 


   Asst. 2-----Scotty Porter


   Asst. 3-----Tony Waite 


   Asst. 4-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lacquement


2nd Prayer---Ken Gay


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Mark Robinson 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


Read Scripture---Kaleb Keenan


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


2ed Prayer-----Mark Bowman


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Patrick Miles


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---David Ditter


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Joe Phillips 


 Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














